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(54) EXTERNAL STORAGE SUB-SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate the introduction of an external 
storage sub-system without giving burden on a host 
device for a ciphering/decoding processing on the 
external storage sub-system which ciphers and decodes 
data through the use of an exchangeable storage 
medium such as a magnetic tape. 
CONSTITUTION: The external storage sub-system 
where an external storage device 3 which writes/reads 
data in the exchangeable storage medium 4 and an 
external storage controller 2 controlling the external 
storage device 3 are given, the external storage 
controller 2 connected to the host device 1 controls the 
external storage device 3, write data from the host 
device 1 is written into the exchangeable storage 
medium 4, data from the exchangeable storage medium 4 
is read and it is transferred to the host device 1 which is 
provided with a ciphering/decoding circuit 12 which 
ciphers write data from the host device 1 and decodes 
read data from the external storage device 3 for the 
external storage controller 2. 
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